
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, July 1, 2013 

 

ATTENTION 

 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the probate 

examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be completed and therefore 

have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, July 1, 2013 

 

1 Larry M. Ward (Estate) Case No. 12CEPR00007 
 Atty Azevedo Kelly, Darlene (for John Leonard – Executor – Petitioner)   
 (1) First and Final Report of Administration and (2) Petition for Its Settlement, (3)  

 Waiver of Accounting, (4) Petition for Allowance of Statutory Executor's and  

 Attorneys' Fees for Allowance of Extraordinary Attorney's Fees and Petition for  

 Final Distribution (Prob. C. 11640, 10810, 10954) 

DOD:11-12-11 JOHN LEONARD, Executor with Full IAEA 

without bond, is Petitioner. 

 

Accounting is waived. 

 

I&A: $458,500.00 

POH: $11,911.31 cash, plus promissory note, 

1951 Ford, 2 Rolex watches, and misc. 

personal property 

 

Executor (Statutory): $12,170.00 

 

Attorney (Statutory): $12,170.00 

 

Attorney (Extraordinary): $20,290.00 (Per 

declaration) 

 

To the extent the estate lacks the funds to 

pay these fees and commissions, the trust, 

as beneficiary, has agreed to pay them. 

 

Closing: $500.00 

 

Distribution pursuant to Decedent’s Will: 

 

Patrick Ward: Misc. personal property (50% 

share), Rolex Model 16233 

 

Amber Ward: $1,000.00 cash, Misc. personal 

property (50% share), Rolex Model 69173,  

 

John Leonard as Successor Trustee of the 

LARRY M. WARD LIVING TRUST dated April 

14, 2010: Residue 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

 Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

 Notice of Hrg  

 Aff.Mail w 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. Screen  

 Letters 3-7-12 

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

 9202  

 Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: skc  

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on: 6-25-13 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation: SUBMITTED 

 FTB Notice  File  1 – Ward  

 1 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, July 1, 2013 

 

 2 Ardela Earl aka Ardella Earl (Det Succ) Case No. 12CEPR00661 
 Atty Boyajian, Thomas M. (for Nichelle Laws – Petitioner)   
 Second Amended Petition for Determine Succession to Real Property 

DOD: 01/05/92 NICHELLE LAWS, Special Administrator for the 

Estate of Willie Benson Earl, is Petitioner. 

 

40 days since DOD. 

 

No other proceedings. 

 

I & A  - $40,000.00 

 

Decedent died intestate. 

 

Petitioner requests Court determination that 

decedent’s 100% interest in real property 

located at 2370 S. Eunice, Fresno pass to her 

as Special Administrator for the Estate of Willie 

Benson Earl pursuant to intestate succession. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, July 1, 2013 

 

 3 Lynn Wilson (Estate) Case No. 12CEPR00986 
 Atty Gunner, Kevin  D.  (for Petitioner/Administrator Barbara Brown) 

 (1) First and Final Account and Report of Administrator and Petition for Its  

 Settlement and (2) for Allowance of Statutory Fees and Commissions and (3)  

 Proration of Debt and (4) for Final Distribution 

DOD: 8/26/2012 BARBARA BROWN, Administrator, is petitioner.  

 

Accounting   - $261,846.13 

Beginning POH - $261,836.69 

Ending POH  - $ 44,843.27 

 

Attorney  - $8,176.92 

(statutory) 

 

Administrator  - $8,176.92 

(statutory) 

 

Closing   - $2,500.00 

 

 

Petition states the estate is insolvent.  

Distribution of remaining property on hand will 

be to: 

 

Barbara Brown  -  $1,585.08 (if full 

satisfaction of her creditor’s claim for funeral 

expenses) 

 

California Business Bureau - $24,403.35 (in 

partial satisfaction of their creditor’s claim in 

the amount of $42,229.53) 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, July 1, 2013 

 

4 The Shirley Vannucchi Revocable Trust Case No. 13CEPR00361 
 Atty Mortimer, Steven R., of Mortimer & Benitez, Madera, CA (for Petitioner Darryl Vannucchi) 
 Petition for Order Determining Title to Real Property [Prob. C. 17200.0, 850 et seq.] 

DOD: 04/08/13 DARRYL VANNUCCHI, Successor Trustee, is 

Petitioner. 

 

Petitioner states: 

1. On 03/22/13, the decedent, Shirley 

Vannucchi, created THE SHIRLEY 

VANNUCCHI REVOCABLE TRUST (the “Trust”).  

Schedule A attached to the Trust instrument 

specifically lists real property located at 5111 

W. Spruce, Fresno, CA as a trust asset. 

2. Draft copies of the Declaration of Trust and 

pour-over Will were sent to the decedent by 

her attorney on 01/17/12.  The trust transfer 

deed that would have transferred title to the 

property into the Trust was not sent with the 

draft Trust and pour-over will forms.  For 

reasons unknown to Petitioner, the 

decedent did not sign the Declaration of 

Trust until March 22, 2013.  Thereafter, the 

decedent signed her pour-over will on 

03/30/13.  After signing her will, the 

decedent became too ill to sign any further 

documents and then died on 04/08/13. 

3. Because decedent failed to execute a trust 

transfer deed due to her final illness, on the 

date of her death, record title to the 

property remained in the decedent’s name. 

4. The decedent’s will, is a pour-over will, that 

leaves all assets to the Trust. 

5. The Trust instrument specifically lists the 

property as a trust asset, it was the 

decedent’s intent to transfer title to the 

property to the Trust. 

Petitioner request that the Court issue the 

following Order: 

1. That real property located at 5111 W. 

Spruce, Fresno, CA is an asset of THE 

SHIRLEY VANNUCCHI REVOCABLE TRUST 

under an agreement dated 03/22/13, 

Darryl Vannucchi, successor trustee. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, July 1, 2013 

 

 5 Price Giffen (Det Succ) Case No. 13CEPR00435 
 Atty Magness, Marcus D. (for Stephen Giffen and May Giffen Stevens – Petitioners)   
 Petition to Determine Succession to Real Property (Prob. C. 13151) 

DOD:  07/21/07 STEPHEN GIFFEN and MAY GIFFEN STEVENS, 

son and daughter, are Petitioners. 

 

40 days since DOD. 

 

No other proceedings. 

 

I & A  - $3,609.00 

 

Will dated 09/27/05 devises entire estate to 

the Trustee of the Price Giffen Living Trust 

dated 09/22/05. 

 

Petitioners request Court determination that 

decedent’s interests in oil and gas rights on 

various parcel’s or real property in Fresno 

County APNs: 085-040-36 & 37, 085-040-35, 

045-270-10, 085-046-21, 045-061-48, 045-061-

50, 045-070-13, 045-061-45, and 045-280-04 

pass to them as Successor Trustees of the 

Price Giffen Living Trust dated 09/27/05 

pursuant to Decedent’s Will. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Item 13 of the Petition proposes that 

the property be passed to Petitioners 

as Successor Trustees of the Price 

Giffen Living Trust dated 09/27/05; 

however, decedent’s will devises the 

estate to the Trustees of the Price 

Giffen Living Trust dated 09/22/05.  

Need clarification.  Order also has 

the 09/27/05 date, will need new 

Order if this date is incorrect. 

 

2. The Inventory & Appraisal filed with 

the Petition is an outdated form and 

does not contain all of the 

information as on the current 

Inventory & Appraisal (form DE-160, 

revised 01/01/2007). 

 

3. The Petition is not marked at item 9a 

(1,2,3 or 4) regarding 

spouse/registered domestic partner.   

 

4. Decedent’s Will indicates that he 

was a widower.  Decedent’s pre-

deceased spouse and date of 

death should be listed in item 14. 
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6 Benjamin P. Arzate aka Benjamin Phillip Arzate (Det Succ)  

Case No.  13CEPR00436 
 Atty Lucich, Nicholas L. Jr. (for Vickie Cartello, Frank Arzate and Robert Arzate – Petitioners) 
 Petition to Determine Succession to Real Property (Prob. C. 13151) 

DOD: 01/09/13 VICKIE (VICTORIA) CARTELLO, FRANK ARZATE, 

and ROBERT ARZATE, children of decedent, 

are Petitioners. 

 

40 days since DOD. 

 

No other proceedings. 

 

I & A  - $116,500.00 

 

Will dated 03/30/01 devises estate to 

decedent’s children in equal shares. 

 

Petitioners request Court determination that 

decedent’s 100% interest in real property 

located at 4352 E. Buckingham Way, Fresno, 

CA pass to them pursuant to decedent’s will. 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, July 1, 2013 

 

7 Robert Arthur Douglas, Jr. aka Robert A. Douglas (Det Succ)  

Case No.  13CEPR00441 
 Atty Perkins, Jan T. (fpr Robert A. Douglas, III – Petitioner)   
 Petition to Determine Succession to Real Property (Prob. C. 13151) 

DOD: 07/07/11  ROBERT A. DOUGLAS, III, son, is Petitioner. 

 

40 days since DOD. 

 

No other proceedings. 

 

I & A  - $127,144.03 

 

Decedent died intestate. 

 

Petitioner requests Court determination that 

decedent’s interest in real property located 

at 2705 N. West Avenue, Fresno, CA and 

personal property consisting of 2 checks, 

furniture and personal effects, a 1994 

Mitsubishi pickup and 2011 Toyota Scion 

pass to him pursuant to intestate 

succession. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. The Petition is not marked at item 

9(a) 7 or 8 regarding issue of a 

predeceased child.   

 

2. Attachment 11 does not state 

the decedent’s interest in the 

property seeking to be passed 

with this Petition. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, July 1, 2013 

 

12 Carmella Rago (Estate) Case No. 12CEPR00985 
 Atty Sibley, Cecilia R. (pro per – Executor/Petitioner)   

 (1) First and Final Account and Report of Executor, Petition for Its Settlement, and  

 (2) Petition for Final Distribution [Prob. C. 1060 et seq. & 11640 et seq.] 

DOD: 09/22/12  CECILIA SIBLEY, Executor, is Petitioner. 

 

Account period: 09/22/12 – 04/24/13 

 

Accounting  - $64,853.20 

Beginning POH - $60,188.11 

Ending POH  - $60,857.20 

 

Executor  - waived 

 

Closing  - $500.00 

 

Distribution, pursuant to Decedent’s Will, is to: 

 

Anthony Rago - $30,178.60 

Cecilia Sibley  - $30,178.60 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 06/10/13 
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